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Synopsis

Human activity has irreversibly changed the natural environment. But the news isn’t all bad.It’s
accepted wisdom today that human beings have permanently damaged the natural world, causing
extinction, deforestation, pollution, and of course climate change. But in Inheritors of the Earth,
biologist Chris Thomas shows that this obscures a more hopeful truth--we’re also helping nature
grow and change. Human cities and mass agriculture have created new places for enterprising
animals and plants to live, and our activities have stimulated evolutionary change in virtually every
population of living species. Most remarkably, Thomas shows, humans may well have raised the
rate at which new species are formed to the highest level in the history of our planet.Drawing on the
success stories of diverse species, from the ochre-colored comma butterfly to the New Zealand
pukeko, Thomas overturns the accepted story of declining biodiversity on Earth. In so doing, he
questions why we resist new forms of life, and why we see ourselves as unnatural. Ultimately, he
suggests that if life on Earth can recover from the asteroid that killed off the dinosaurs, it can survive
the onslaughts of the technological age. This eye-opening book is a profound reexamination of the

relationship between humanity and the natural world.
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Customer Reviews

Chris D. Thomas is a professor of conservation biology at the University of York, UK. A prolific
writer, he has published 210 scientific journal articles, 29 book chapters, edited one academic book,
and has written around 20 magazine and other popular articles since 2000. His works have been

cited more than 26,000 times, making him one of the world’s most influential ecologists, and his



research has been covered on the front pages of the Guardian and Washington Post. He was
elected a fellow of the Royal Society in 2012, is a long-standing fellow of the Royal Entomological
Society, and received Marsh Awards for Climate Change Research in 2011 and for Conservation

Biology in 2004 and the prestigious British Ecological Society President’s Medal in 2001.
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